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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2, To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions 
while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 

4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes it title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 
Having fun on the Colsterdale holiday for 
one parent families from the NE Region. 


Photo: David Mayhew 
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Personal View 


TIME TO START A NEW BEGINNING 


v adventures with a stout heart. New Ye 
Reel this AO Gag: be Febtentl) let slide. We should all try extra hard E 
Resolutions ar 
keep them this time. osed to be the time when we all think about making good 
New Year PEPS by, we sometimes fall short of our aspirations and begin 
resolutions. ee as ne ae I nit always fall back before January is out’. 
to think, Oh, w Ei a af if we abandoned the hope implied by New Year's Day 
Le on SiL tp d a milestone in our lives when we can look at ourselves ang 
ie Shae es oes wo have come and assess the direction which lies ahead. It Marks 


distan : 
ec th a can change course, take a little breathing space and make a fresh start, 
fapro that all of us have faults which we don’t realise we have but which irritate 


those around us. It is not a bad idea, therefore, to ask our nE Ea and araea what 
ion they would like us to make. Of course, we cannot all be perfect or change 
resolutionjitney ae Year’s Day, but we can use the day as a checkpoint 
our nature just because it is New Years Ya Meki A 
to look more deeply into ourselves and the course our life is ta ae s well as 
resolving to try to improve our character, we can also try not 2 HA e mistakes of 
the past year. New Year is a time to stop, look and listen. If we are bored with our 
routine. we caf make an effort to change it; if relationships have gone sour, we can 
sweeten them; if we have fallen out with neighbours, we can try to mend the rift, if we 
have made mistakes we need not live with them. Surely there cannot be many of us 
who are able to look back over the past year and honestly say that we have been 
blameless — neither too hasty nor too dilatory, too aggressive nor too timid, too 
sparing with praise nor too easy going, that we have never scolded or wounded or 
made heavy weather of a temporary storm. 

One resolution | think we could al! make is to try to continue the wonderful 
spirit of Christmas. Why should it be only once a year that we all come in from the 
cold to gather the family round the table, give presents and invite some lonely child or 
neglected relative to warm their hands round the fire? Why should it be only at 
Christmas that we send cards and messages of love to friends and relatives whom we 
have not seen for years, messages sent winging across the world perhaps only once in 
12 months? Why should it be only once a year that we remember how lonely and 
hungry for companionship some people feel, remind ourselves of their special needs 
and send out our greetings of goodwill to all men? It is well worth carrying the 
Christmas spirit from the old year into the new. Of course we shall not be transformed 
into better people on the stroke of midnight, but it is a time for stock taking when we 
can recall the jewelled moments of the past year and rejoice that the dark ones have 
passed and are growing fainter as we leave them behind. Come on! Make this year a 
stepping stone to growth! 

Whatever the New Year has in store, remember there’s always a good reason for 
everything that comes into our life. For even in times of struggle and strife if we but 
lift our eyes above we see ‘our cross’ as a ‘gift of love’, for those very things that cause 
the heart to ache until we feel that it must break become the strength by which we 
climb to higher heights that are sublime. So welcome every stumbling block and every 
thorn and jagged rock, for each one is a stepping stone to a fuller life than we’ve ever 
known, and in the radiance of God’s smiles we learn to soar above life’s trials. So let us 
accept what the New Year brings, seeing the hand of God in all things, and as we.grow 
in strength and grace the clearer we can see God’s face. 

In this week of 1983, I wish you alla Happy New Year, knowing that however 
rough your past year may have been, the new one may well bring unexpected joys, and 
that for all of us there is a cup of kindness to be taken with faith and charity and still 
nursing the unconquerable hope. 


Revd Richard Fox 
——__ 


And now let us believe in a long year that is 


things that have never been done, full of tasks, claims and demands; and let us see that 


we learn ta take it without letting fall too much of what it has to bestow upon those 
who demand of it necessary, serious and great things 


given to us, new, untouched, full of 


Rainer Maria Rilke 
(1875 - 1926) 


——_—_ 
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News from 
the Branches 


Attleborough (Norfolk) Men’s Branch 
instal their banner in the Lady Chapel of 
St Mary’s Parish Church. The banner was 
designed and made by Eva Clover (seen in 
| the picture) and her original design forms 
the basis of the town’s sign. We hope to 
carry a fuller story in Round and About 
in a later issue. 


Photo: Alec Littlewood 


Photo: North Wales Weekly News 


For the ra 20 years, Conwy (Gwynedd) Men’s Branch have provided a CREATE 
entertainment for the residents of a large mental hospital. In October last, they had 
the services of the Colwyn Bay Town Band. The photo includes four prize winning Shirehampton Branch present a cheque 
intrumentalists from the Band, with Conwy Branch members. We hope to include the to Ham Green Hospital, Bristol towards 
story of pa des 3 moniy job in our Round & pur ales ina ee issue. their (Camis Unit Appeal. 


Photo: R Goodway 


Photo: Melton Photographics 
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ala Mowbray ieee Branch nA a Pau seat to The Mayor of Worthing ie the 401st. emergency PEIG 
Melton Town Estate in memory of Hilda Mellor, a member who lamp provided by Worthing Men’s Branch. It has taken the 
died last year and ‘who did so much for others’. Branch just three years to reach this magnificent total. 


Peter Smith receives from the SW 
Regional Chairman the lamp marking 
Taunton Joint Group’s achieving Branch 
status. 


A double success for Mrs Diane Punter 
who gained the ‘best in show’ award and ke. í 
the trophy for the most points in N m 
Camborne’s Toc H Floral Art Show.- i 


E Photo: Peter Hughes 
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We don’t think.. 
and that’s the trouble! 


Toc H often floats along on a froth of 
slogans. Some may trot them out 
whenever anyone asks them about the 
Movement. It saves the trouble of 
thinking — or perhaps disguises the fact 
that they haven’t troubled to find out 
what it’s really about. 

It’s refreshing therefore, to hear 
from Evan Goodwin of Bangor Branch, 
who have been devoting recent meetings 
to talks and discussions on the four 
points. 

Their last speaker was Ruby 
Wilson, a member of Llandudno, who is 
also an active and regular attender at 
Bangor. Unfortunately I can reproduce 
only two extracts from her talk, but 
they’re worth thinking over: 

‘The word Joy can often be 
misused, it should be clearly marked off 
from pleasure. Those of us who merely 
find Toc H a “jolly thing” have not fully 
realised the depth of the words we tend 
to use so casually.’ 

‘By “pure in heart” who can 
doubt that our Lord meant single minded 
— the man who has one clear purpose, 
who is not, like so many of us, of mixed 
purposes. Only the man who is pure of 
heart is free from this taint of mixed 
motives,’ 

Do write in and let us know what 
you think. 


Fighting talk from 
the Anstey Aces! 


I've come across some bright ideas in my 
time, but this must take the biscuit — 
and the pate and the ploughman’s supper! 

Once a year, Anstey men and 
women hold an Activity Week. It’s a bit 
like a five year plan compressed into 
seven days, and this year the proceeds 
went to the Family Purse. 

Our correspondent John Silvester 
reports that they started the week by 
joining the evening service at a local 
church (it’s a different church every year 
— this time it was the Methodists’ turn!) 

Says John: ‘Spiritually refreshed 
we threw ourselves wholeheartedly into a 
Prize Bingo, Wine and Pate Evening, 
Whist Drive, Ploughman’s Supper, 
Rummage Sale, Coffee Morming and 
ended up on the Saturday with an 
Evening Concert. 

‘The result of the hectic but 
enjoyable week was that we had brought 
approximately 500 people in contact 
with Toc H and thanks to our many 


friends in the area we had raised £41 7.53 


‘or the Family Purse.’ 
į Anstey say they can recommend 


this to any Branch. They also irk 
hear from anyone who can beat thei 
figure — they want to know how as 
did it. It’s difficult to know whether 
that’s a challenge or a request for 
information — but do write in! 


They ‘ve done it 
2,000 times 


Paddock Branch recently celebrated their 
2 000th meeting with a party. The cake 
was cut by Elaine Lockwood, the 
longest serving member (50 years) who 
was presented with a spray of flowers by 
Mary Medcalfe, the Branch’s newest 
member (3 years) .. . 


No need to worry 
about the knees up! 


They were biting their nails in Teesside 
District on the night of their barn dance. 
They’d never tried anything like it before, 
but it turned out a huge success, 
attracting 200 people of all ages and 
bringing in nearly £200 for a local 
project. 

A local club offers its ballroom 
and bar staff free of charge to local 
charities on Tuesday evenings, so Toc H 
took the chance, hired a ceildh band and 
laid on a pie and pea supper. Each Branch 
donated a raffle prize and the draw was 
made on the club’s computer system! 

Our correspondent Ann Self 
reports that a group of pensioners said 
they had bought tickets, quite content to 
sit and watch, but had ended up doing 
most of the dances, and when was Toc H 
going to organise another? That’s what 
we'd like to know — and how about 
some pictures next time? 


When Toc H ‘ashore’ 
saluted eight brave men 


Nearly 44 years ago, the crew of the St 
Ives lifeboat were lost at sea. That same 
year, Evesham Women’s Branch was 
formed and they decided to dedicate 
eneit arip to the memory of the crew: 
or ears the i ; 
RTA y sent a donation to the 
Now Evesham Branch ha 
but the Toc H connection with Te 
lifeboat station will continue. A highlight 
of Hayle Women Branch's 25th birthday 
celebrations was the handing of the 


Evesham lamp into the care of the 
lifeboat station where it will stand 


: as 
tribute to eight brave men, and ihe 
Branch will continue the annual 
donations. 


Money, money, money 


Money given to Toc H, money raised by 
Toc H — there’s still a lot of it about! 

Coningsby’s annual 10-mile 
sponsored walk attracted 59 youngsters 
who (if everyone pays up!) will have 
raised at least £470... 

A charity market stall organised 
by Wellingborough netted £400 to fung 
future events ... 

Dressed as witches and wizards, 
Bridlington Toc H Action Group raised 
£240 on their fancy dress sponsored walk 
to pay for one of their projects ... 

A local organ shop ‘organised’ 
(sorry!) a concert and donated the £200 
proceeds to Torbay TocH... 

Hythe Town Military Band and 
Hythe Methodists got together to present 
a concert for 150 people and gave £100 
to the Branch for their £11,000 minibus 
appeal... 

A sponsored disco, run by Toc H 
Radio Tayside Dundee Hospital 
Broadcasting, was an added attraction in 
a Dundee restaurant; throughout the day, 
ten members played requests for patrons 
and hospital patients . . . 

A stamp fair, run by 
Bournemouth and Christchurch Branch 
and their friends in surrounding Branches 


and clubs, raised £200... 


And briefly ... 


Hoddesdon men and women and a local 
operatic society provided an old time 


music hall for 250 elderly and 
handicapped people, with refreshments 
and a 56 prize raffle drawn by 


Hoddesdon’s carnival queen ... 


Medway and Sheppey District’s annual 
service was conducted by the Revd ‘Polly 
Perkins and the Revd Colin Elliott. 
Afterwards the 60 members enjoyed a tea 
provided by Sittingbourne Joint 
Branch... 


St Thomas Branch celebrated its 46th 
anniversary with a service of thanksgiving: 
Visiting Branches from _ Budleigh 
Salterton, Honiton and Exeter swelled 
the numbers to over 40... 


CS aa a N 


March 31 - April 5 
April 7 - 14 

| July 2-9 

t July 16 - 23 

July 23 - 30 
August 6 - 13 
August 13 - 20 
September | -8 


For your diary 


Alison House Holidays 1983 


Easter Holiday — Don Cullen (Host) 
Painting Holiday — Harry Muscott (Tutor) 
John Cutt (Host) 

Norman Brew (Host) 

Brian Dodgson (Host) 

Painting Holiday — Harry Muscott (Tutor) 
Marjorie Berry (Hostess) 

Don Cullen (Host) 


The provisional terms, which include dinner on the day of arrival, early morning 
tea, breakfast, morning coffee, lunch, afternoon cup of tea, dinner, late tea daily 


and breakfast on the day of departure are: 


Easter Holiday 
All other holidays: 


_ Shared twin room 


Application forms from: 


pray V DE4 3RH. 
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Projects 1982. We print below some 
extracts from two projects reports which 
reached us too late for inclusion in our 
projects issue. Still more to come in 
future issues! — Editor 
l. Verden (BAOR) Playscheme 

Very cheerful, keen and optimistic, the 
group of eight volunteers was flown to 
the RAF base at Gutersloh, West 
Germany from Laton airport. Then a 
long, tiring journey in an Army minibus 
finally got us to our spacious 
accommodation at the Verden garrison. 

Come Monday morning, it was no 
exaggeration to say that we were literally 
invaded by some 62 hyperactive children 
all aged 5-12. No problems, as Ricky 
Spinks and Carol Booty had everything 
under control: soon we were split up into 
seven groups, each just as energetic and 
demanding as the other... 
hs Manchester Children’s Camp 
1982 must surely go down as one of the 
wettest camps on record . . . The problem 
was — no-one had wellies, very few of the 
children had plastic macs, only a couple 
had brollies and no-one had sou‘westers. 
Mind you, necessity being the mother of 
invention, those black plastic dust bags 
with holes for heads and arms, do cover 
up the main bits! 

Due to a very generous donation 
from a Manchester businessman, we were 
able to have an extra treat this year. A 
full day out to Chester Zoo. I must say, 


£45 per head (inc VAT) 


Single room (10 only available) £58 per week (inc VAT) 
£54 per head per week (inc VAT) 


Reduction for children under 11 sharing room of parent(s) 


Alan Robson, Alison House, Intake Lane, Cromford, Matlock, 


each day went by our 
eateries with the children 
consolidated and soon we were great 
friends and what at first seemed to be 
tiring was now beginning to become 
interesting and adventurous for us all. 

Our programmes were packed 
with lots of goodies including visits to the 
safari park, bird sanctuary, adventure 
park, countless numbers of play parks 
and the assault course in the woods. We 
had a super visit to the Fire Station and 
no doubt the best, swimming at an 
outdoor pool nearby... 

Weekends allowed us to see West 
Germany (a bit of the East as well) and 
we covered vast distances to see places 
such as Belsen, Hamburg and other places 
of tourist interest. 

The Sergeants’ Mess fed us well — 
not forgetting the super cakes they 
presented to our two birthday boys. Our 


we still haven’t worked out who enjoyed 
it most — children or helpers. The most 
used ‘word’ (loosely speaking), appears to 
have been ‘cor!’ with ‘fab!’ coming in 
close second. Even the rain couldn’t 
dampen spirits (just the butties!) as the 
helpers were pulled, pushed and hurriéd 
on the the next cage — ‘to see what’s in 
there!’ ... 

The fun fair was on the list of 
activities again and as usual, was very well 
received by the children. Two goes on 
almost every ride — for free! It seemed 
to be the helpers, though, who suffered 


Drama Weekend 
Cuddesdon 
House 

18-20 March 1983 


Drama is an exciting and lively 
medium and can be put to work in 
many ways. Over this weekend we 
shall be exploring some of these and 
expect this to involve a lot of good fun 
and laughter; much of the object is 
that people relax and enjoy 
themselves. 


Acting experience is not necessary so 
long as you are willing to ‘have a go’ — 
but don’t come expecting to learn 
acting techniques — help will be 
available but it’s not the main object. 
Experienced actors and actresses who 
are happy to share with others are 
also welcome. 


If you are interested get in touch with 
David Currant: The Toc H Centre, 
Cuddesdon House, Cuddesdon, Oxford 
OX9 9HB. Tel: 08677 2004. 
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thanks to them and to all the other 
army personnel who supported us 
throughout. 

Many thanks to Toc H Services 
Club, Verden and in particular Geoff 
Melpham and Fred Mason for their help 
and support. 

Most of all I would like to thank 
all the party of eight volunteers who 
together put in a tremendous effort with 
the playscheme. 

It is true to say that the children 
of the Army in Germany are in need of 
friendship, care and enjoyment: often 
their long school summer holidays 


become boring and miserable in their 
isolated home setting. The playscheme 
obviously plays a great part for them, 
enables different ages of children to be 
brought together, enhancing their under- 
standing of each other... 

Satish Visavadia 


Conway Castle 
contd p6/ 5 


Lilian Ayres 
Memorial Fund 


A great number of members and many 
others will recall the tragic death of 
Lilian Ayres last May. 

The Glenrothes Branch decided 
to set up a fund to ensure that we 
would always remember a member of 
Toc H staff who was a tremendous 
personality in her own right and was 
much loved. 

The fund which has already 
reached over £500 is to be invested 
and the interest will be used to make 
an award to a person in Glenrothes 
whom the local Branch feel has 
contributed to the community 
something really worthwhile in the 
spirit of Toc H. 

In collecting this sum of 
money we have received support from 
local authorities and a number of 
Scottish Branches and Lilian’s 
relations and friends. 


Jim Lewis 


Note: If you would like to contribute 
to this memorial fund, write to: Jim 
Lewis, c/o Area Community Office, 
South Street, Glenrothes, Fife.—Editor 


Income 


£ p 

Balance at 1 October 1982 644.59 
Contributions, Efforts and 
profits from sale of toys, 

knitted goods, etc 645.56 

Interest 65.80 

£1,355.95 


Treasurer: Faith Hewitt 


TheFriendsofAlisonHouse 
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most with ‘fun fair tums’ this year — but 
what the heck, the children had a 
marvellous time. 

When we visited Conway we had a 
very warm welcome from Conway Toc H 
men, The children were soon transported 
to the ‘In Days of Old’ — with many 
interesting and exciting stories about the 
life of the castle. The ‘When Knights were 
Bold’ bit came later when we had 
‘pretend’ jousting between children and 
helpers (the helpers being mostly used as 
horses!) On the boat trip at Conway, 
there were a few beings landed on dry 
land with just a hint of moisture upon 
them — but still no-one 100% wet from 
going overboard. 

Rhuddlan Castle was visited again 
and thoroughly enjoyed by all. I think 
having a picnic lunch is something the 
children enjoy here as well as the games 
and the sights. 


Statement of Account year ending 30 September 1982 


Expenditure 
£ p 

Divans and Carpets 260.01 
Dining Room Curtains 138.64 
Bedroom Curtains 
Bedside Lamps 
Knife Set 
Basins 
Table Tennis Bats 
Postage, Printing etc 
Christmas Gifts to staff 
Gifts to staff at request of 

Management Committee 
Gifts to boys who built 

the wall 25.00 
Total Expenditure 
Balance by cash at Midland l 

Bank Deposit A/C 785.53 | 


£1,355.95 


Audited: C M Jevons 
I D Dalton 


As always, the beach is one of the 
favourites — so much so, that on one 
week the ‘best shell’ , ‘best sand castle’ 
and ‘best pebble’ competitions were held 
in a force nine gale — at the children’s 
request, mind you! Fortunately, there 
were one or two decent days when the 
children were able to go and play games 
on the beach and go swimming. 

Friday tea is ‘party time’ with a 
concert to follow. The children see the 
helpers as they have never seen them 
before — we have punks, flower pot men, 
Man Fridays — the fot. Invention comes 
in handy again needless to say. 

As you will realise, inflation is 
affecting us the same as it is industry and 
all the bills are doing is going up. The 
financial appeal and food appeal do help 
of course, but are nowhere near enough. 
The ‘Grand Raffle’ was held again this 
year with the draw at the Stretford 
Trades and Labour Club with our many 
friends there. We are again busily making 
numerous ‘things’ for our stall on Ashton 
market — it’s cold there but worth it! 

We are very pleased to welcome 
quite a few new Committee members tO 
our number this year. Some of them have 
joined us in response to a programme on 
Radio Manchester in July when we were 
asked to go along and tell them all about 
the Camp. 

There are, once again, so many 
people to say thank you to, but to 
mention just a few, Conway and Rhy! 
Toc H and the people of Rhyl who put 
up with us year after year and to all the 
many friends who have helped us in any 
way. Thank you all on behalf of the 
children. 

Christine Platt 
L 
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Central Council 


1982 


Some Council Highlights 


For many of us, some of the most moving 
and impressive elements in this Council 
were outside the main debates. | recall, 
for example, the packed Communion 
Service on the Sunday morning in which 
all the padres present co-celebrated .. . 


Within the debate, we were inspired by 
the enthusiasm and optimism with which 
Len Elphick spoke of Bethany — 
Crawley’s ambitious new project to set up 
a major holiday centre for disabled 
people and their families. ‘Courage’, said 
Len, ‘ts not freedom from fear: it is being 
afraid and goingon...’ 
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National Chaplain, Revd John Hull, 


with the portfolio that formed part of 


his retirement presentation. 


Bill Taylor and Barbara Martin manning 
the literature stall. 


And much of Revd John Hull’s closing 
address sticks in my mind. The theme was 
taken from the prayer for peace in the 
world among the Occasional Prayers in 
the 1928 Book of Common Prayer (‘... 
that in tranquility Thy Kingdom may go 
forward .. .’). This was John’s farewell 
address to us and he concluded, just 
before leading us in closing prayers, by 
saying ‘.. . My heartfelt prayers for you 
that you may have the strength and vision 
to meet the many challenges that loom. It 
is vital to be still to truly work for God’s 
Kingdom in the wills of men. May it go 


forward in tranquility and love... ’ 


_All Council photos by Scott Shaw 


Maureen Roder in 
Ali Sheppard. 


A highlight for all of us was the Saturday 
evening when Dion Roder, National 
Chairman of Toc H Southem Africa — 
ably supported by Alf Coates and Arend 
Hoogervorst — gave us an entertaining 
and inspiring account of their work in 
South Africa. It was good to come away 
from this meeting with no doubts left of 
the vigour and health of the Movement in 
that great country facing so many grave 
problems. Dion and his wife Maureen had 
a very warm welcome from us all and we 
share his hopes and plans for a 
strengthening of the ties between us. 


SHE 
Dion Roder. 


Ie The major concern of this 
Executive, like that of its immediate 
predecessors, has been with the use of the 
Movement’s resources in a time of 
inflation and depression. This is, and will 
remain, a central concern, not only 
because of the difficult financial 
circumstances in which we find ourselves, 
but also because of the need for us as a 
Movement to rediscover a sense of 
purpose and to find a new confidence 
and vitality. 


2 Two years ago the Executive felt 
it right to begin its consideration of the 
use of our resources by asking 
fundamental questions about the 
Movement’s nature and purpose. This 
resulted in the paper ‘The Way Forward’, 
which re-affirmed the fact that Toc H isa 
Christian Movement which invites all, 
whatever their religious convictions or 
lack of them, to embark on a spiritual 
journey of discovery. It is a Movement 
with a mission, in the sense that it exists 
to transmit the spirit of self-sacrificial 
service and the spirit of open and loving 
friendship which transcends all man-made 
barriers. That is the philosophy which 
provides a driving force for action. 


ai While this restatement of our 
purpose was widely welcomed one or two 
of the implications suggested in the paper 
were more controversial. The main 
argument was over the question of the 
central rather than Regional direction of 


Centra 
Executive 
Committee 


November 1982 
-November 1983 


Extracts from 


The Report of the Central Executive 
Committee 1981-1982 


to Central Council 


staff. This central direction was agreed 
by last year’s Central Council. 


4. Last year at Council the outgoing 
Executive submitted a resolution 
explaining the basic directions in which it 
proposed that the Movement’s problems 
should be dealt with and it suggested an 
extra Council meeting to approve more 
detailed proposals. The basic direction 
was overwhelmingly endorsed and the 
idea of an extra meeting was heavily 
defeated. Your Executive interpreted this 
as meaning that Council recognised the 
urgency of the situation and empowered 
the Executive to take swift action along 
the lines they had described. 


5i At its first meeting the Executive 
received a report on staff from the 
Personne] Committee. It decided there 
would have to be a number of 
redundancies. This action was fully 
explained at a special meeting of 
Councillors last April and it was also the 
subject of a tape sent to all Branches. 


6. The Executive’ thinking on 
Marks was also discussed at the gathering 
of Councillors in April and on the tape 
sent to Branches. Briefly the Executive is 
convinced of the importance of the 
residential aspect of Toc H but is also 
convinced that we need to return to the 
original vision of Toc H residential 
houses. We are not in the business of 


running hostels, however friendly their 


Janet Rauch (SE) 


atmosphere. If we are to pursue the 
original vision we need to offer much 
better accommodation and we need to 
establish very much smaller communities. 


7 If we are to use our resources 
responsibly we must be aware of social 
change. This year we had to recognise the 
fact that the service provided by Talbot 
House, Southampton, over so many years 
was no longer needed. After some 50 
years of continuing success Talbot House 
was closed in April and was put on the 
market... 


8. - Five years ago the Bangladesh 
Centre was established in a partnership 
between Toc H and the Bangladeshi 
community, in the former Mark 1 in 
Notting Hill, a building of great 
significance to Bangladeshis because the 
first High Commission of the newly born 
nation was established there. Though the 
Centre has not yet completely fulfilled 
the vision of those who conceived the 
idea it has developed very successfully. 
The Executive believes that the 
partnership should continue, but that the 
time has come when the Bangladeshi 
community should be given the 
opportunity of owning a building which 
means so much to them. The possibility 
of purchasing the building has aroused a 
great deal of enthusiasm within the 
Bangladeshi community and many people 
have expressed a desire to share actively 
in the Centre’s activities for the first time. 


Vice-Chairman 
Cyril Cattell (Mid-E) 


Wyn Roberts (N Wales & NW) 
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To allow this fresh enthusiasm to be 
harnessed the Executive has agreed that 
the present arrangement for the use of 
the Centre, which expired in June, should 
be extended for a further year. Because 
of the remarkable work done by Peter 
East over the last 15 years Toc H has a 
very high reputation in the Bangladeshi 
community. With Peter East’s departure 
to Bangladesh there is an obvious danger 
that these links will be allowed to die. 
we believe, on the contrary, that it is 
yitally important that they be maintained 
and further developed. We have an 
opportunity here to launch a significant 
national Toc H initiative ... 


9. The Tubby Clayton Fund has 
been able to assist a considerable number 
of ordinands of all denominations but 
in order to meet pressing needs it has felt 
it right to dip into capital. It will be 
unable to accept any further applications 
after next year. The Executive believes 
that it is essential that this work 
continue. The Fund helps people in 
desperate financial need, some of whom 
might not be able to go forward to 
ordination without this help. Equally 
importantly Toc H, through the personal 
contact maintained by the Trustees and 
by local members, is able to have an 
influence on the future ministry of those 
they help. These links with young clergy 
are an investment for the future. The 
Executive has asked the Finance 
Committee to budget for a grant of 
£5,000 to the Fund next year. We believe 
that this provides another opportunity 
for a significant national Toc H initiative. 


10. We are determined to overcome 
our present financial difficulties and we 
are confident that as each one of us 
develops a deeper commitment Toc H 
will play an increasingly significant role as 
a part of the whole Christian Family. 


e 


Dick Stayman (NE) 


Arthur Frymann (Mid-E} 
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Eagar Stickley (W Mids & S Wales) 
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(Extracts from the Director’s speech to Council) 


The job of Council is to review the past 
and to take decisions on specific matters 
laid before it. But its most important task 
is surely to set the general direction in 
which we want to try to move during the 
coming year. And that really is what this 
item on the Agenda is about. It’s about 
the mandate you want to give the new 
CEC. But even more it’s about the 
mandate which each one of us as 
individual members is prepared to accept 
for ourselves. I will share with you some 
thinking which has been done in the 
Executive but only as a way of starting 
what I hope will be a full discussion, so 
that we can achieve a sense of common 
purpose, agreed on the lead which we 
want together to give to the Movement 
as a whole. 


. . . Our experience, is that new initiatives 
only get off the ground where there is a 
handful of people — or even just one 
individual — prepared to give a lead and 
to make things happen. Our primary need 
is to find and encourage such people — 
and to free them from any other 
responsibilities so that they can put all 
their energies into launching activities 
that will bring others into the Movement. 
They mustn’t be shackled by our 
inherited structures, nor must their 


energies be drained by maintaining the 
tiers of committees which our present 
structures deman 


Chairman 


Connie Tate (N Wales & NW) 


a re ar 


So Pm glad that several Regions are 
seriously looking at their committee 
structures. And that the Executive plans 
to look equally closely at its own way of 
working and that of its sub-committees. 
Committees do have a habit of breeding 
and we must try and ensure that we don’t 
simply replace one set of committees by 
another. But the need to look at 
structures goes further than this. We must 
be willing to look at our local patterns of 
working, too, and to ensure that people 
are able to become part of Toc H in the 
way that is right for them even if that is 
different from the pattern that we have 
been accustomed to. We need to 
experiment much more with District 
Branches, Action Groups and other 
informal groupings. In all those ways we 
have to give people the chance to live out 
the Toc H vision in the way that’s right 
for them. . . Because the transmitting of 
the experience to others is our primary 
task. 


This must mean that the main task of our 
field staff has to be seen in terms of the 
mission. Their main role must be to work 
with groups of members who are 
committed to extending this Movement 
through attracting new people and 
through meeting new needs. We have 
been inclined to talk of the staff function 
as being to support the membership. I 
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John Morgan (SE) 
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Olive Tennant (Mid-E) 


‘Our Priorities 


for the Coming Year’ on 


believe that the challenge of the present 
situation, in which there is no possibility 
of having a staff large enough to cover 
the country, is to turn that phrase 
around. In other words we must see that 
the members have a responsibility to 
make it possible for a few people to 
engage in the mission on a full time basis. 
And a responsibility to support the staff, 
with their prayers and their 
encouragement, as well as financially. 
Staff are not there to support the 
members: members must support the 
staff. 


That is a radica] change in perception and 
during the coming year we shall continue 
to work out its implications. It clearly 
means that staff ought not to be expected 


to help keep the administrative 
machinery ticking over but should 
concentrate on specific extension 


initiatives. That is not something which 
they should, or indeed can, do on their 
own. It can’t be done by staff going their 
own sweet way in isolation from the 
membership. It means working in 
partnership with groups, or individuals. 
But it must be recognised as their over- 
riding priority. And the second concern 
should be to help with training, both 
formally and informally, and in particular 
to increase and deepen our awareness of 
ihe Fourth Point. . . 


Recovering a sense of mission deinands an 
awareness of our contemporary society 
and its needs. We can't, obviously, 
instruct Branches to become involved in 
particular areas of need. But we can, and 
perhaps we should, suggest concerns 
which ought to have a priority claim on 
us. We have all received advance copies of 
Tom Gulliver’s article for Point Three. 
What seems to emerge clearly from his 
masterly diagnosis is that, whatever the 
particular problem being considered — 
unemployment, racial tension, marriage 
breakdown, alcoholism, drug abuse — 
whatever the problem, the age group 
most at risk is between 18 and 30. 
Finding the way in which we can make a 
contribution in such situations will not be 
easy but we should surely be making the 
atiempt if we would live up to our claim 
to bring love where there is hatred and 
hope where there is despair. 


One area in which we ought, then, to 
consider concentrating our concern is 
those in their late teens and twenties. 
Another is the area of racial tension and 
misunderstanding. This weekend . . . we 
surely ought to think seriously about 
what we can do to build bridges in our 
multi-cultural society. 


We are, and no doubt always will be, a 
very small Movement. There is a 
temptation for us to sce ourselves, as the 
Jewish minorities have often done, as 4 
remnant. There’s something rather noble 
about a remnant, keeping itself pure and 
undefiled in the midst of a wicked world, 
preserving unchanged the traditions 
which it has inherited. But it isa radically 
different concept from that suggested by 
the metaphors which Jesus used to 
describe the tiny minority whom he 
called ‘salt? and ‘yeast’. Only a few grains 
of salt are needed to draw out the taste of 
food. Only a little yeast is needed to 
make bread rise. Yeast can achieve 
nothing by keeping itself separate from 
the world. It fulfils its task only by 
penetrating the world. Yeast and salt are 
the metaphors we need to keep before us. 
For we are called to transmit a Spirit, not 
simply to preserve it. 


But we need to bear in mind what Jesus 
said about the salt that has lost its savour. 
This brings us back to commitment, 
which has been the overriding theme of 
this weekend. William Temple once said 
that the Church was the one organisation 
which existed for the ‘inconvenience of 
its members? We need to take that 
seriously. Do we allow ourselves to be 
sufficiently inconvenienced? Or has our 
membership become comfortable and 
comforting? 


These are the themes which the Executive 
asked me to raise. They suggest an 
agenda, not just for the new Executive, 
but for each of us, both personally and 
individually and in the groups to which 


we belong. That agenda can be 
summarised as: 
1. Trying to ensure that our 


structures are sufficiently flexible 
and that people are really free to 
take local initiatives that will 
extend the Movement. 

2: Giving more detailed thought to 
the implications of our 
understanding of the role of staff. 

3. Considering whether there are 
particular concerns to which we 
should, as a Movement, and as a 
matter of policy, seek to give a 


higher priority. 
4. And, most importantly and most 
personally, thinking seriously 


about what our commitment to 
this Movement really means and 
how that ought to be expressed in 
financial terms. 


] would like to try and make one further 
personal point . . . What seems to have 


been happening in recent years has been a 
growing awareness of the power of 
silence, of meditation. Increasing 
numbers of people seem to feel the need 
for silence, for space to reflect on the 
experiences which seem to give meaning 
to their lives, for the opportunity to get 
in touch with their subconscious and to 
achieve a degree of wholeness. This can 
be seen in the revival of the Christian 
mystical tradition, in the introduction to 
the West of the Zen tradition, and in 
ostensibly secular methods of meditation 
and personal growth. And this has been 
paralleled by our own increased emphasis 
on the power of prayer and the need for 
periods of quiet. Some of these personal 
growth movements seem to be little more 
than expensive hobbies to fill the 
otherwise empty lives of rich Americans. 
They seem, at least to the sceptical 
observer, to be poisoned by a basic 
selfishness. But nonetheless they clearly 
respond to a deep need in contemporary 
man. 


What has any of this got to do with 
Toc H? Well, those involved in these 
movements believe with us that theology 
ought not only to be something engraved 
on tablets of stone handed down from 
the remote past, but ought to grow out of 
our experience. Our understanding of 
God is something that should be 
continually new created. I think we need 
to stress that that understanding comes 
from our ordinary, everyday ground level 
experience as much as from the rare 
mountain top experiences of the mystic. 
And we need to stress the importance of 
achieving a balance, between the mystical 
and the practical, the spiritual and the 
down to earth, between being and doing. 
These are not opposites or alternatives, 
but complementary parts of a life of 
wholeness. . . 


There are signs of some future 
convergence between those who meditate. 
Though they come out of different 
religious traditions, or none at all, a few 
of them are beginning to see that their 
experiences are recognisably the same, 
even though they use different 
vocabularies in their attempts to express 
them. To look forward to a common 
vocabulary, to think in terms of a 
convergence, may be to look a long way 
ahead but its nonetheless rather 
exciting... 


I have this strong conviction about 3 
movement of the spirit and of our 
vocation to be part of it. Without 
ignoring the more practical agenda which 
l have suggested for the coming year I 
believe we need also to spend time trying 
to discern a little more clearly the nature 
of that movement of the spirit and our 
place within it. 
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How the Votes went 


‘Faith in Our Future’ 


The major Council debate this year was 
on the two alternative resolutions placed 
on the Order Paper by the CEC under the 
heading ‘Faith in Our Future’. The first 
of these proposed that from April 1983 a 
quota should be placed on all Regions, 
based on a minimum figure of £10 per 
member per year, this quota to become 
mandatory after the first 12 months. The 
alternative motion proposed that each 
Region donate to the Family Purse a 
minimum of 40% of gross annual income. 
Both resolutions were heavily defeated as 
were a series of amendments which tried 
in various ways to replace mandatory 
contributions with ‘targets’. 


Technically, this leaves us as we were 
when we started with a huge and 
increasing annual deficit. In fact, though, 
the whole tone of the debate was 
positive, with most speakers accepting 
the need for greater financial respons- 
ibility as one important part of each 
member’s commitment to the Movement. 
Now, the newly elected CEC will have to 
sort out where we go from here — the 
result may well mean further substantial 
cuts in expenditure. 


One interesting feature of this debate was 
the suggestion from several speakers that 
the published accounts did not show 
members clearly enough how the income 
of the Movement was being spent. We 
shall look closely at what we can do to 
meet members’ wishes in this area. 


Meanwhile we are preparing a tape to go 
to all Central Councillors in which we 
shall attempt to give clear answers to the 
questions about expenditure which were 
raised at Council or have reached us 
directly from Branches. 


The Annual Report 


The only other resolution before Council 
was proposed by Kenneth Jenkins 
(Thanet) and seconded by Ralph Marshall 
(SE Kent). It read: ‘That in the interest 
of good communications this Council 
deplores the decision to discontinue the 
issue of an Annual Report and instructs 
the Central Executive Committee 
earnestly to consider its reintroduction in 


1983 in a similar form to that used up to 
1981. 


In replying to the debate, the Director 
outlined some of the reasons for the 
Executive’s decision (taken after 
consultation with Regional Chairmen), 
emphasising the need for a different 
pattern of report for members on the one 
hand and those outside the Movement on 
the other. There was nothing in the old 
Annual Report — including the Accounts 
— which is not available either in the 
year’s Point Threes or in the Toc H diary. 
A separate, specially prepared journal is 
being produced for issue (with the 
Accounts) to interested individuals and 
organisations outside Toc H. 


The motion was put to the vote and was 
defeated. 


Much of the business at Council is done 


in group conversations outside the main 
sessions. 


Welcome 


The following Branches elected new 
inembers during October and November. 


Rhyl North (J) 

Newcastle West (J) Group 
Codsall (W), North Bucks with 
Oxford District, 

Stockport District 

Biggleswade (W), Chard (M), 
Cleveland District, Criccieth (M), 
East Worthing (W), Glenrothes (J) 
Green Street Green (M), High 
Brooms (W), Medway & Sheppey 
District, Redcar (J) Group, 
Uxbridge (J), West Worthing (W). 
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A warmı welcome to 29 new members 


Reviews by Eileen Clark 


‘Completing the Circle’ 
by Margaret Torrie MBE 


This book, subtitled ‘Vew Ways of Life 
after Fifty’, can be recommended as 
stimulating reading for any age. One 
doesn’t need to be a statistician to 
appreciate the significance of the figures 
quoted in the statement that there are 
800,000 widowers and 2% million 
widows over the age of 54 in Britain. 
Hardly surprising, then, that Mrs Torrie 
as founder-director of Cruse, the 
organisation for the widowed, should be 
mainly concerned with those who live 
alone; not exclusively the bereaved but 
also those in the middle years whose life- 
style has been changed through 
redundancy, broken marriage, ill health, 
or the fact that their children have left 
home; for the many who are trying to 
come to terms with unfamiliar situations 
in which they could feel confused, 
unwanted, frightened, or even threatened, 
at a time when they may have no 
partner with whom to share their present 
difficulties. 

The chapters take us through a 
logical sequence, helping us to understand 
and face up to changed circumstances, 
with practical suggestions on how to 
cope. We should not, she suggests, worry 
too much about trying to grow old 
gracefully. We cannot hope that many 
will begin a new life after fifty, but to 
find the balance within the true art of 
living could be the pearl of great price for 
which men and women long.’ 
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Open Forum 


Helping the Third World 


With reference to Thelma Bryan’s letter 
in November’s Point Three, I think the 
idea is good and it is up to us in a 
relatively prosperous country to help our 
Third World neighbours. 

It may be too much for each 
Branch to adopt an area of their choice 
and Headquarters could see that one area 
is not more covered than, say, a forgotten 
area. In the old days each Branch used to 
adopt a leper baby but now it could bea 
District adopting a particular area... 


Joyce Bestelink 
N Walsham 


Which is going to be the first District to 


; make the offer? We will gladly link them 


with one of Thelma's needy areas. 
— Editor 


Family Purse 


The proposals at Central Council, that 
members’ contributions quota should be 
statutory and that a Branch failing to 
achieve its quota be considered as being 
‘not in good standing’, while it was 
defeated, has done good to the Movement. 
The membership at large, by its strong 
opposition, has shown that the Central 
Executive Committee is advised not to 
adopt Draconian measures, such as might 
be common to some Trade Unions, in 
declaring that members who do not pay 
their dues shall be treated as ‘scabs’ or 
‘blacklegs’. 

It is not easy to condemn some 
Toc H Branches which may default in 
contributions to the Family Purse but 
yet are regarded with affection, and even 
reverence, for their Christian influence 
on, and service to, their community. 


Mrs Torrie examines ways of 


finding that balance, through 
acknowledgment and acceptance of the 
challenge to those in this category; 
meeting new conditions with courage and 
hope; emphasising the importance of our 
individuality to the community. 
Nevertheless she does not underestimate 
the difficulties encountered or the 
perseverence needed to manage this new 
way of life, yet always deploring the 
negative drift we see around us. 

It is a good time to take stock; to 
recognise ourselves as we really are; to 
plan and reshape our future with a 


renewed sense of purpose. There are’ 


wonderful opportunities ahead for 
developing talents, acquiring new skills, 
visiting fresh places, making friends, 
helping others. So shall we gain (or 
regain) self confidence and be better 


Let Toc H take heed that it become 
not over organised or administered, and 
its staff and Central Executive that their 
duty is to inspire and encourage the 
members and to set their affections and 
intentions on things above: only then is it 
likely that the resources will be added 


unto them. 


Charles Potts 
Lymington 


May I tell you about our Branch 
(Netherall) which is 27 years old, and as 
you can imagine we get older with it, 
In spite of the fact that we are mainly a 
group of OAP ladies (one or two in their 
80s) and few in number, I feel we manage 
to achieve quite a lot. We raise money to 
help such people as handicapped schools, 
maintain their minibus, Lord Mayor’s 
Appeal, Mission for the Deaf, LOROS 
(Relief of Suffering in Leicester), 
Lifeboatmen, Help the Aged, National 
Children’s Home. We also give a party 
yearly for housebound people, help our 
own Toc H Impact and United when they 
appeal. When we were told Headquarters 
needed more funds we immediately 
organised a Bazaar from which we raised 
£200 which we enclose with this letter. 
In March 1983 we plan to hold an 
auction with the help of other District 
groups also for Headquarters, so wish us 
luck with our projects for 1983! 


E Osborne 
Leicester 


At our recent Branch meeting I was 
amazed at the proposals for membership 
fees, plus percentage of income required 
from all Branches. I do hope that sanity 
will return and these proposals dropped 
down a deep dark well, for if you don’t, 


equipped to live alone successfully, and 
less likely to become a burden on others 
as the years pass. We are, in fact, 
positively encouraged to maintain good 
health of body and mind insofar as we are 
able. ‘Whatever we do or prepare for, it 
should be directed towards the 
enrichment of our identity in the 
community where we plan to live.’ <.. 
to find a new rhythm and a new balance 
is no small achievement and it certainly 
doesn’t come easily.’ 

It is comforting to find 
acknowledgment of the fact that, though 
one may have become separated from 
one’s partner, there is not necessarily a 
corresponding diminution of the basic 
need to give and to receive love; but it is 
apparent that we may need reliable 
guidance in finding new channels through 
which to share our love, talents and skills. 
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Toc H and its principles will be well and 
truly dead and your recent cash crisis 
(and ours) will seem a minor problem, 
Stop shouting wolf and balance your 
pooks like the Branches have to, then 
you may get the support such a 
Movement so richly deserves. Don’t give 
us that one about being only 20p a week. 
Such dictatorial methods are unworthy of 
the Movement. 

This is my own individual 
comment, but I am sure I am not alone 
in my thinking. 


David Pearson 
Stockton 


Peace and Disarmament 


It was not my intention in my last letter 
(September issue) to cross swords with 
Cecil Baylis whose sentiments I heartily 
applaud. I only want to make it clear that 
disarmament is not just a matter of 
scrapping weaponry, and that in any case, 
there is great difficulty in securing world 
wide agreement to do so. 

Of all living creatures, only one is 
not provided by Nature with the means 
of getting food and of avoiding predators. 
The cats have fangs and claws, the hawks 
beaks and talons, the serpent venom and 


so on. For defence, turtles have 
carapaces, porcupines spines, speed 
protects antelopes, chameleons have 


camouflage, monkeys agility — and so 
forth. The uniquely helpless creature is 
Man. 

To obtain food and for self 
protection Man had to invent weapons. 
Expertise in their use encouraged him to 
kill. Man alone of all creation kills for 
killing’s sake. So, the peace movement 
has not merely to abolish weaponry but 


Margaret Torrie’s clear sighted, 
sensible approach does much to dispel 
fears and myths surrounding many 
aspects of life and death. She is not afraid 
to discuss these subjects, neither does she 
shy away from the possibility of anxieties 
and frustrations arising from sexual 
Problems. All these matters are treated 
with delicacy and sensitivity. 

‘The technique of achieving our 
true balance does not lie outside but 
inside us.’ < . . if we will accept in a 
wholly positive way the turning circle of 
life and death all around us, we shall live 
our harvesting years with happiness and 
hope.’ 

Through the pages you will find 
understanding, faith, love and sparkle. 


This book would also prove 
valuable to those involved with 
counselling. There is an extensive 


ditorial comment) are those of the 


address will be considered for publication. 


to change the whole nature of man — not 
only the enlightened westerners, but all 
mankind. Quite a job! 

LC Duncan 

Southampton 


‘Faith in our Future’ 


The 1982 Central Council debated two 
alternative resolutions, under the general 
heading ‘Faith in our Future’, and 
rejected them both. This suggests to me 
that we should be discussing ‘Why’ we 
exist as a Movement, rather than ‘How’ 
we can continue. Until we can 
satisfactorily answer the ‘Why’ question, 
‘How’ is of little consequence. This year’s 
Council debate was no different from 
those interminable wrangles of previous 
years: it served only to highlight the 
indiscipline of our thinking. 

In seriously reflecting on the true 
purpose of our Movement, I have 
constantly found myself returning to the 
Royal Charter, as amended. Here, every 
member is charged ‘to advance the 
Christian religion’ through a concern for 
‘the study and practice of social sciences 

’: ‘to promote the rehabilitation of 
offenders against the laws’; to help with 
‘the provision of facilities for recreation 

. . among young people’; to offer“. . 
relief to the poor and aged’; to give <.. 
assistance to the sick’; to work at‘... 
such other charitable purposes as Toc H 
may determine’ This adds up to a 
mandate for immediate action. If the 
Charter architects intended — as seems 
likely — to lay down guidelines for 
Christian Action, then it’s time we 
stopped apologising for our internal 
difficulties and moved out into our 
communities, where the need for home 


Se 


bibliography for further reading or to 
promote discussion. 


Published by Turnstone Press Ltd. 
Denington Estate. Wellingborough, 
Northants NN8 2RQ. Price £2.95. 
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‘The Joy of Living’ 
by Phil Mason 


Those who have read Phil Mason’s 
previous booklets will know the sort of 
thing to expect from his latest publication, 
‘The Joy of Living’. 

Here are portrayed potted 
versions of some interesting characters 
who, despite their various difficulties, 
have found a way of life which has 
proved an inspiration to those around 


them. 


based Christian mission is as great as it 
has ever been. 

Everything that Toc H does is in 
the context of Christian mission in our 
local communities. We use the diversity 
of our work as an excuse for not 
appealing nationally for financial support. 
Rubbish! Of course we are about many 
things but they all add up to a united 
concern for our local neighbours in need. 
The overseas work of Oxfam, Lepra, Save 
the Children, etc is well known to us all 
and no doubt many members raise money 
to support it. But what charity do you 
know that offers relief (however small) 
from suffering or deprivation here at 
home? What bands of people roll up their 
sleeves to meet any need, by anybody? If 
only half of what we say is to be believed, 
Toc H does just that! 

It is time we stopped belittling 
these local activities and saw them as part 
of the totality of Christian Action. Toc H 
has a purpose that is well defined and 
easy to understand. What it lacks at 
present is a confident membership, ready 
to accept this mission and tum it into 
endeavour. The riches that could follow 
cannot even be estimated. We may fail 
and fall, but let no one be able to accuse 
Toc H members of not making the effort. 
Let us remember the Why’ and work 
hard at finding the answer: if we do, the 
‘How’ will answer itself — in ways we 
cannot imagine. 

To Overcome Community 
Hardship we Trust Our Christian 
Heritage. If this could serve as a rallying 
call for the Movement, we might 
overcome our preoccupation with 
organisation and method. Give until it 
hurts! 


John A Biggerstaff 
Leicester 


Toc H members will be pleased to 
find Rev Gualter de Mello’s name fairly 
prominent in a chapter about Friends 
Anonymous at Hackney. Roy Castle has 
a section to himself; along with other 
names with which we may not be quite 
so familiar. 

. The booklet is almost too short 
to quote any of the contents. Sufficient 
to say that, if you want to read about 
present day Christians overcoming cares 
and tribulations, and sharing their love 
and joy with others, you will find them 
here. 


‘The Joy of Living’ by Phil Mason 

Published by The Norheimsund 
Publishing Co, ! Whitney Road, Burton 
Latimer, Kettering. Northants NNS 58L. 
Price 60p. (Profits to Christian charities} 
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We will Remember. 


Lack of space has compelled us to hold 
over some obituary notices received. We 
@ @ hope to include these in future issues, 
— Editor 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In June 
Mabel R Lewis (Ipswich) 


In August 
Albert Stephens (Looe) 


In October 

George Chalkley (Exmouth) 

Lydia M Foale (West Worthing) 

Cmdr Cyril T Haynes OBE (Southampton 
District) 

Pearle Isaacs (Bournemouth and 

Christchurch) 

Harry Jackson (South Petherton) 

Frank Loring (Rhiwbina) 

William J Morgan (Cefn Coed) 

Norman S Page (South East Hants 
District) 

Lena M Putt (Springfields District) 

Bertha Rooney (Andover) 

Ronald G Wheeler (Burraton) 


In November 

Sybil Richards (Brighton) 
Bernard Sharples (Clitheroe) 
Ernest Welton (Market Rasen) 
Reginald J W Wright (Broadway) 


Hugh Lewis Hughes and Len Scarfe 


To hear of the death of one of the 
stalwarts of the North West was a 
grievous blow. To hear of two in a week 
did more than double the effect, it forced 
into my memory thoughts of what these 
two had done — and, perhaps more 
personally, what they had meant to me. 

‘HL’ was known by his initials 
more widely than anyone I ever knew. 
The two capitals (you knew they were 
capital letters!) identified the 
argumentative, mercurial and forceful 
personality who was for so long a force 
behind the long running success they call 
Mold Toc H. As one of my mentors in my 
early Toc H days — and time plays such 
tricks that I find it hard to believe that 
was nearly 50 years ago (not quite, but 
within striking distance) — ‘HL’ was at 
the same time a terror and a great 
support. His standards were absolute. 
You could not be an equivocator with 
‘HL’. All or nothing was necessary, a 
complete agreement or an unfinishing 
argument. But this tenacity was his 
greatest contribution to Toc H — he stuck 
it. Not for ‘HL’ the immediate or the 
sporadic. His was the long term view, and 
he was known to be the kind of man who 
saw things through. Likely to be critical 
of existing rule (both Toc H and 
Government) he was at heart a most loyal 
man. Central Councillor, member of the 
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Central Executive, influential member of 
the North West Toc H establishment, 
‘HL’ never lost the aura of the 
revolutionary — even when he was being 
as reactionary as anyone could be! But 
his devotion to Toc H was complete and 
sincere. 

Len Scarfe, lured to Liverpool as 
joint warden, with Ethel, his very 
committed wife, of a Mark which already 
showed signs of redundancy, and in 
accepting George Davis’s challenge, 
having to forego all the pleasures of his 
Southern way of life, his printing 
background and his friendly Toc H 
Branch, gave his all to the job for several 
years and then had the heartbreak of 
seeing the house close. But Len was no 
failure. His view of Toc H may possibly 
have failed to make the journey North, 
but his commitment to its ideals and its 
practice was complete and selfless. Len 
was the one to arrange visiting parties to 
other Branches, to Guest Nights, to job 
expeditions. Len was the ideal Jobmaster, 
hard working himself and devoted to his 
family which included all Toc H. 

Both Len and ‘HL’ are part of my 
life. They are part of the story of the past 
years in the North West, when people like 
lain Fraser, Jack Shaw and Ralph Thorne 
were with us, giving us the perspectives of 
Toc H and its application to current 
events, illuminating them with brilliant 
stories and observations more apt than 
any academic philosophy and the thought 
occurs to me that our loss has been heavy 
in recent years. My loss is in fact a loss 
shared with all Toc H, not only here in 
the North West, but wherever it exists. 

I remember a saying that was 
current in Toc H circles once — ‘Toc H 
changes chaps’. It does not — it develops 
what is already there. In the case of Len 
and ‘HL’ it was the medium through 
which they lived; their share of 
immortality lies in the memories they 
arouse in the minds of men like me who 
acknowledge their debt. 

George Eustance 


‘Toc H members in Hartlepool were 
saddened by the sudden death of Captain 
Charles Henry Carter MBE, a retired 
Master Mariner who came to Owton 
Manor Branch after reading a Toc H letter 
in the local press .. . We were surprised to 
find that our Founder Padre had travelled 
many times as a passenger on Captain 
Carter’s ship. He was deeply impressed by 
Tubby’s spirit of caring for all men and 
his interest in everything and everybody. 
He was into everything on the ship and 
soon knew every member of the crew. 
The Captain said that Tubby was so full 
of energy that he was sure his friends had 


only sent him on a rest cure so that they 
could have a rest! 

Owion Manor members were also 
shocked to read of the death of Mrs Vera 
Hill who had just recently come to live in 
Hartlepool. She had previously helped at 
a Luncheon Club run by Toc H in 
Leicester, and was delighted to find a 
Toc H Branch near her new home. She 
was hoping to become a member here and 
had the true Toc H spirit. It was a delight 
for us to show her the beautiful 
surrounding countryside and of course 
the lovely sea and rocks. We will miss her 
cheery helpfulness but we are glad she 
was spared a great deal of suffering. 

Laura Lee 


Lymington Branch report the death last 
September at the age of 83 of one of 
their members, Tony Lamb. Tony’s early 
career was in the ‘tall ships’ of the 
Merchant Navy. After wartime service in 
the Royal Navy, he retired to Lymington 
in 1945. Finally retiring at the age of 68, 
he took on the duties until last year of 
the local ‘lollipop man’, always ensuring 
that the pockets of his white traffic coat 
were bulging with sweets for the 
youngsters using his crossing. He knew 
the names of all his regulars and always 
had little gifts for their birthdays. This 
much loved man was a regular worshipper 
at Lymington Baptist Church and an 
active member of a number of local clubs 
besides being a dedicated Toc H worker. 


Tommy Stockbridge, one of the stalwarts 
of Eastbourne Joint Branch, died last 
September, age 93. He had been a very 
active Branch member for many years 
until age and infirmity slowed him down. 
He was ‘always willing and always 
working behind the scenes. He will be 
sadly missed’. 


Ernest Dransfield, a member of 
Kimberworth Branch for almost 50 years, 
died last August. He had held most of the 
Branch’s executive positions and had 
been both Secretary and Chairman of 
the South Yorkshire DEC, travelling 
extensively to further Toc H extension. 
Ernest started up a service for the young, 
chronic sick and got off the ground two 
library schemes for the housebound. He 
was concerned with the Colsterdale 
project from its carliest days and until 
very recently served on the Colsterdale 
Committee. His Branch writes: ‘Ernest's 
enthusiastic service paid his rent for his 
room on earth’ 


We give thanks for their lives 
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love and compassion, so everybody 
becomes our mother, brother, wife or 
child; we are at home anywhere. The 
more we give of ourselves in love, the 


send you the complete list of daily intercessions on re 


quest. 


BORDON 
LETTES 


The Sisters of the Holy Cross Convent, 
Rempstone, nr Loughborough, have a 
special place in Toc H because they pray 
for us regularly. Here are some thoughts 
set out in one of their publications, which 
I think will be of strength and hope to 
many. JHH 


FIRM IN HOPE 


It is very easy to become discouraged 
when we look around at the world after 
nearly 2,000 years of Christianity. Even if 
we ourselves are at peace, in the world 
there are wars and rumours of wars, 
poverty, injustice and disasters. And in 
our own lives too there may be failures, 
griefs or illness. Does our faith make any 
difference to the way in which we regard 
the world and this life, or is it just for us 
to bear with life stoically, doing the best 
we can until death releases us? 

Christian hope is based upon the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. His life gives us hope because it 
shows us the way in which we are meant 
to live; we have a pattern to follow. His 
death gives us hope because it shows the 
depths of God’s love for us, that he is 
willing to sacrifice his Son so that we 
might be saved and reconciled to him. 
But it is faith in Christ’s resurrection that 
gives us the surest ground for hope. One 
of our problems is that we want so much 
to see results in this life. We see injustice, 
evil, catastrophes and mistakes all around 
us and we feel that all this should be 
rectified now, in our lifetime, and if it is 
not, then Christianity has failed. Faith in 
the resurrection of Jesus alters our 
viewpoint so that things are brought into 
Perspective ... 

The critic of Christianity will 
perhaps say that this is ‘pie in the sky’ 
and that it is a way of evading doing 
anything about the miseries of this world 
because it will be all right in the next... 

How does belief that there is life 
after death affect our way of thinking 


about the sorrows and sufferings of this 
world? It is not that sorrow and 
sufferings diminish; on the contrary they 
may even increase . . . But, because of our 
belief in the resurrection, suffering takes 
on a new dimension. It is true that in 
themselves, sufferings are worthless, but 
if accepted in a spirit of love they become 
aids to growth in compassion and love. 
Can we imagine a person who has never 
suffered anything ever becoming mature? 
He would remain shallow and self 
centred, whereas suffering rightly used 
deepens and enriches a person. Of course 
this does not mean that we should not try 
to alleviate sorrow and suffering in the 
world. Jesus had great compassion on 
those in distress and performed miracles 
for them, yet he did not try to evade 
suffering himself, but even embraced it in 
so far as it was his Father’s will for him 
todoso... 

Suffering, then, has its function. 
By accepting it as a discipline given us by 
God to increase in us fortitude, patience, 
compassion and love, we then become 
more able to share other people’s 
burdens, to alleviate their sufferings. 
Sufferings in one form or another will 
not cease in this life — the poor will 
always be with us — there will be wars, 
famine and earthquakes, but none of 
these things should discourage us because 
nothing can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. And 
moreover we are promised that we will be 
repaid again and again in this age; our 
hope is for this life as well as for life 
eternal. 

Because we hope in eternal life, 
in this life we have a freedom. We are no 
longer condemned to an endless quest 
for power, money or pleasure. This life is 
not an end in itself; good things may 
happen to come our way and if so they 
can be enjoyed, but our minds must be 
set on heaven. With this attitude, sickness 
or health, poverty or riches, joys or 
sorrows, all become relatively 
unimportant. Everything furthers the 
work of God in us and is therefore a 
cause for praising and thanking him. We 
may not like the suffering, but 
acknowledging that it is necessary for us 
to grow in the spiritual life, we can bear 
it and even exult in it . . . As we grow In 


more we receive. If material things or 
people whom we love are taken from us, 
God himself comes to take their place, 
and the Giver of all gifts is infinitely 
greater than the gifts themselves. 


The hope is admirably expressed in the 
words of one of the post-communion 
prayers of Rite A in the Alternative 
Service Book of the Anglican Church: 
‘Father of all, we give you thanks and 
praise, that when we were still far off you 
met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace and opened the gate of 
glory. May we who share Christ’s body 
live his risen life; we who drink his cup 
bring life to others; we whom the Spirit 
lights give light to the world. Keep us 
firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your 
name’. 

We are separated from God and 
live in a far country. We cannot even be 
like the prodigal son and rise and go to 
our Father, but our Father, in his mercy 
sends his Son to where we are, to show us 
the way back to our rightful home. By 
the Son’s life and death we are reconciled 
to our Father and can travel back to him 
in hope, confident that we will be 
received with joy. During our journey the 
Son himself travels with us, he feeds us 
with his own Body and Blood and in his 
strength we can become light and life- 
bringers to other people. Knowing that 
although we are in the world we are not 
of the world, we shall not be detained on 
our journey by any created thing. Free 
from all encumbrances we shall fix our 
eyes on our destination. We need no 
longer have any fear of failing to achieve 
our goals in this life; we sow the seed 
which someone else may reap, much as 
anything which we may have achieved is 
probably the harvest of somebody else’s 
sowing. We are free to be ourselves, to be 
what God wills us to be, not caring about 
the opinions of others but using 
everything that comes our way to help us 
on our journey. In this journey we have 
the company of other Christians 
following the same path and we help each 
other along by sharing burdens, 
supporting and encouraging one another. 
Eventually, and it doesn’t matter whether 
it is in our lifetime or nat, for God’s ways 
are not our ways, the splendour which is 
in store for the whole world will be 
revealed .. . 
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Small Ads | © 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 5p a word (minimum 50p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diarics, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 


Thanks to Toc H members for sending postage 
stamps (still wanted) for my guide dog appeal. 
Michael Pickwick, 4 Ashdale Drive, Heald 
Green, Cheshire. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
EGA (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lictaert, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, 


Bruges, 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 
Holiday Letting — Colwell Bay, Isle of Wight, 


two miles from Yarmouth Ferry Harbour. Fully 
furnished bungalow on cliff top with panoramic 
view of the Solent. Available from Easter 1983. 
Accommodation for four persons. £60-£126 
according to season. Desmond Bonner, 6 West 
Street, Steeple Claydon, Buckingham. 
(Tel: 029 673 565) 


Clacton — 6 berth Caravan, fully equipped, 
excellent site facilities include, pool, shops, 
childrens playground and social centre, 
April/May/June — £45 pw, July — £50 pw, 
August - £60, September - £45 pw. Full details 
from Mrs M Burgess, 6 Upper Park Road, 
Clacton-on-Sea. Tel: 0255 429428. SAE please, 


Weymouth, bed, breakfast, evening meal from 
£48 week. Weekend breaks from £14.50. Bar, 
free parking. Also inclusive coach holidays from 
most parts of country from about £80 week. 
Mrs Cole, Kirtleton House, 21 Kirtleton Avenue, 
Weymouth. Tel: 0305 785296. 


Christian Singles. Social Events, nationwide, 
Friendship contacts, Holidays, weekend 
houseparties: Christian Friendship Fellowship, 
Dept/B23, Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 


For penfriends within the United Kingdom, 
send sae to International Friendship League, 
PFs, UK, PO Box 117, Leicester. 


Joyful Journey 


A DAILY PATTERN OF DEVOTION FOR TOC H 


This 144 page replacement of ‘Yours is the Glory’ — now out of print — 


includes meditations from the writings of some 200 people, eg 


Please send me 


(Price £1 per copy, plus 50p p&p. 10% discount on orders of five or more.) 


! enclose cheque/postal order for the total sum of £ 


NOW IN STOCK: 


Dr William Barclay 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
TS Eliot 
St Francis of Assisi 
Monica Furlong 
Professor C G Jung 
C S Lewis 
Sir Robert Mark 
Malcolm Muggeridge 
Gerald Priestland 
Brother Roger of Taize 
Dr Albert Schweitzer 


ORDER FORM 


.. copies of Joyful Journey’. 


made out to 


Published by Toc H, | Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


